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UKWA is proud to be the lead sponsor for 
Transaid’s 2021 UK fundraising event, ‘Way 
of the Roses’, a 170-mile coast-to-coast 
cycling challenge, which will take place from 
24-26 September 2021.

The international development organisation’s 
sixth UK cycling event challenges logistics 
and transport professionals to take part in 
the Morecambe to Bridlington adventure and 
raise money in support of Transaid’s work in 
sub-Saharan Africa, improving logistics safety 
and healthcare supply chains for communities 
across the region.

UKWA CEO Peter Ward said, “We are pleased 
to be able to support our chosen charity yet 
again this year by sponsoring the ‘Way of the 

Roses’ UK cycling challenge – an event more 
important than ever to Transaid this year as 
planned fundraising activity during 2020 was 
cancelled. In 2019, our own 75th Anniversary 
year, UKWA members raised £75,000 for 
the charity and we look forward to helping 
Transaid achieve a bumper year in 2021!”

This year’s challenge will involve two days 
of scenic cycling through the beautiful 
Lancashire countryside and Yorkshire Dales, 
before culminating in a much-deserved 
celebratory dinner for participants on the final 
night.

Speaking on behalf of Transaid, Head of 
Fundraising Florence Bearman, said “Our cycle 
challenges are always a sell-out, with a real 

sense of camaraderie among the riders – but 
most importantly because they are a fantastic 
chance for supporters to raise essential 
funds for our lifesaving programmes. We are 
delighted to have long-time supporter UKWA 
on board as lead sponsor.”

Entries for the ‘Way of the Roses’ challenge 
are encouraged from individuals and teams 
although space is limited and places are 
expected to fill up fast, so participants should 
sign up quickly to secure their place.

UKWA sponsors 
Transaid’s 2021 UK cycle challenge
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As reported in January’s NEWSrack, UKWA 
has teamed up with Vaggelis Giannikas, 
Associate Professor at the University of 
Bath’s Centre for Smart Warehousing and 
Logistics Systems, to develop a survey-
based study with members of UKWA to 
investigate the adoption and assimilation of 
automation in warehouses (and potentially 
other emerging warehousing technologies). 

The study will focus on the opportunities 
and barriers for the adoption of advanced 
automation technologies such as Robotics, 
Goods-to-Person systems, AS/RS, Automated/
Autonomous Guided Vehicles (AGVs), 
Automated/Autonomous Mobile Robots 
(AMRs), Automatic Sortation or Packaging 
Equipment, Smart Shelving & Pallets, and more. 

By taking part in this survey, which is expected 
to take no more than 20 minutes, members 
will have the opportunity to be among the 

first to receive access to detailed findings 
via a white paper that will be sent to all 
respondents.

Members will receive their invitation to 
participate in the research study shortly. 

UKWA CEO Peter Ward explains, “The 
automation of warehouses is a hot topic for 
2021, particularly as we emerge from twelve 
months of lockdown. Massive changes, not 
least the meteoric rise of ecommerce, have 
reshaped logistics and, as we heard from our 
Logistics Users Discussion Panel last month, 
automation in warehouses is perceived 
increasingly as a ‘must-have’ rather than a 
‘nice-to-have’ to be efficient, productive and 
flexible to customer needs.”

He adds, “UKWA has been vocal in 
encouraging members to embrace 
digitalisation and part of this process is 

investment in robotics and automation, but 
we understand that in times of uncertainty, 
there is an understandable reluctance to 
make the major investment that may be 
required. Accordingly, we are partnering 
with Bath University to understand the levels 
of automation uptake and the appetite 
for automation amongst members, as 
well as working alongside the University 
of Cambridge to look at how smaller and 
medium sized companies can adopt easy 
and cost-effective solutions with the ‘Digital 
Logistics on a Shoestring’ project.”

Results of the Automation Adoption Survey 
are expected to be available this summer.

Automation Adoption  
Survey
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Digital logistics  ‘on a shoestring’ 

UKWA has been working in partnership with the 
University of Cambridge on a project to investigate 
opportunities for small and medium businesses 
to embrace digitalisation without the challenges 
of huge investment cost or complex installation – 
essentially, how best to deliver ‘digital logistics  
on a shoestring’.

Peter Ward, UKWA CEO says, “We know from 
members’ feedback that smaller companies see 
digitalisation as inaccessible, due to cost and 
perceived complexity, so UKWA has been keen to 
co-operate in developing and testing digital solutions 
for which the total cost of deployment is kept low, 
by using accessible “of- the-shelf” components, 
including mobile phones, virtual assistant AI 
technology such as Amazon’s Alexa and the Cloud.”

He continues, “This project will help many members 
who perceive digitalisation as either too complex or 
too expensive, or both, and is aimed to identify low 
cost and easily adoptable solutions – providing new 
tools to drive efficiency and compete effectively.”

A typical ‘Digital Shoestring’ solution is simple and 
easy to deploy, pragmatic and affordable. It is not 
intended for core production control or safety critical 
operations, but rather for decision support, staff 
guidance and sensing. 

The aim is to provide simple digital support for 
smaller businesses, offering a low risk ‘toe in the 
water’ for digitalisation, and a complementary 
fit to the ‘bigger picture’ of overall data sharing, 
management and usage.

To kick off the project, UKWA is inviting all members 
to attend an introductory webinar to find out more 
about this exciting development of ‘shoestring’ 
digital solutions. This will be followed by a series 
of free to attend workshops in May and June with 
UKWA partners at Cambridge University. 

The first webinar, introducing the project, will take 
place on Weds 5th May at 11am.

BOOK YOUR PLACE
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Business rates 
supplement

on retail 
warehouses

The Scottish Labour party has proposed a 
‘levelling up’ of business rates imposed on 
large warehouses used by online retailers 
to help combat the huge impact of the 
COVID-19 lockdown on the High Street.

The suggestion outlined by the party in its 
recently published National Recovery Plan is 
a 20% increase in business rates to be paid 
by retail warehouses, matched by a 20% 
reduction in business rates for non-grocery 
bricks and mortar retailers  
for 2021/22. 

According to David McCutcheon, UKWA’s 
Board representative for Scotland, the move 
would be ‘madness’, just when the sector is 
dealing with the cost of return and removal 
of furlough.

He says “In Scotland we’ve already witnessed 
a disastrous attempt by the goverment to 
increase revenues in this way, which resulted 
in a massive loss.”

While recognising the importance of support 
for the recovery of beleaguered ‘non-
essential’ retailers, UKWA has been quick to 
point out that penalizing warehousing and 
fulfilment centres, who already operate on 
low margins, is not the appropriate measure.

UKWA CEO Peter Ward comments,  
“Our members have also been hit hard 
by the lockdowns, with productivity and 
performance impacted by necessary social 
distancing and the implementation of COVID-
secure measures in the workplace - not to 
mention the cost of investment in protective 

screens, hand sanitation stations and more. 
To date, members have absorbed these extra 
costs rather than pass them onto their retailer 
customers. As a result, many are struggling 
to survive and an additional 20% in business 
rates could well be the final straw for some.”

He continues, “UKWA has consistently 
lobbied government for a business rates 
holiday for those warehouse operators in the 
‘non-essential’ sectors whose retail customers 
are largely bricks and mortar businesses, but 
to date our pleas have fallen on deaf ears.

While we appreciate that the proposal is 
being put forward by the Scottish Labour 
party at this point, this explosive issue is 
unlikely to remain one that affects only those 
north of the border.”
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Welcome to our new members!
PACKAGING BY QUADIENT https://www.packagingbyquadient.com   
GATELEY https://www.gateleyplc.com/gateley-capitus   
SURELOCK MCGILL LIMITED https://www.surelockmcgill.com   
LOGISLIFT WAREHOUSE SYSTEMS https://www.logislift.co.uk   
ANCHOR FREIGHT LIMITED https://www.anchor-freight.co.uk/   
MBA Consulting Engineers https://www.mba-consultants.co.uk   
TIGER FULFILMENT LTD https://www.tigersystems.com   
CLOUD FULFILMENT LTD https://www.cloudfulfilment.com   
ENHANCED COMPUTER SOLUTIONS https://www.enhanced.co.uk   
AGRII https://www.agrii.co.uk   
IRON MOUNTAIN https://www.ironmountain.co.uk   
GREEN GATOR https://www.greengator.co.uk   
QUICKLINE https://www.quicklinestorage.co.uk   
MAIDENS LTD https://www.kinaxia.co.uk   
N C CAMMACK https://www.kinaxia.co.uk   
BAY FREIGHT LTD https://www.kinaxia.co.uk   
FRESH FREIGHT LTD https://www.kinaxia.co.uk   
FOULGER TRANSPORT https://www.kinaxia.co.uk
MADISON HOSIERY LIMITED               www.madisonhosiery.co.uk   

Click on tabs for the full story!
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Sustainability
and the future of the sector
In a webinar hosted by the UK industrial & logistics 
property team at Colliers International, Kevin Sey 
VP CRE UKI & SSA at DHL and Bruce Topley, MD at 
GLP joined a lively panel discussion that included a 
review of latest data and the major industrial sector 
trends. 

Andrea Ferranti, Head of Industrial and Logistics 
Research at Colliers confirmed that the growth of 
ecommerce is continuing to drive demand across 
all size bands, which he said was testament to the 
strength of the market. While Len Rosso, Colliers’ 
Head of UK Industrial & Logistics team, pointed out 
that although Amazon had accounted for over 20% 
of take up, 3PLs were active too. 

He said that available space was at the lowest level 
in 5 years and that key occupiers were struggling 
with the combination of reducing availability and 
rising rents, but added that the high yields created a 
potential option for shorter leases.

Much of the debate centred on sustainability, both in 
building specification but also in ongoing operation. 
Bruce Topley said that GLP were raising the bar in 

Lutterworth with their new scheme and spoke of 
the increasing importance of engagement with ESG 
(Environmental, Social & Governance).

For Kevin Sey, the industry is currently behind the 
pace and needs to do more. He explained that DHL 
has set ambitious targets to reduce emissions and 
offset its footprint, making strategic operational 
changes, and also taking up only those buildings that 
meet its strict sustainability criteria.

The panel agreed that the gap would continue to 
widen between new property built to be sustainable 
from the outset and older stock, which might offer 
attractively lower rents in the short-term, but in the 
long run would become increasingly costly to run 
and finally obsolete.

Buildings will be required to meet a minimum 
of EPC band B by 2030 to operate legally. (This 
will be the responsibility of the landlord, not the 
tenant). Therefore, the question is whether it is 
worth investing in upgrading older stock, or simply 
demolishing unsustainable properties and starting 
again. Len Rosso suggested that this will be a matter 

of timing, with pricing likely to move out in the next 
four to six years.

“There is probably not much that can be done to 
mitigate an older property at this stage, so occupiers 
will need to look at operational emissions to meet 
sustainability targets and save costs,” he said.

The final question to the panel - what must-have will 
make warehouses future proof in ten years’ time? 
The unanimous answer – power.

If you missed the Colliers webinar and would like to 
watch again, a recording is available.

Click on tabs for the full story!
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UKWA Annual Lunch & Awards 
2021, Wednesday 24th November

Due the global pandemic, last year UKWA was 
unable to host its high profile Annual Lunch & 
Awards event, so this year we’re determined to 
make sure we celebrate the best of the industry in 
style!

The UKWA Awards for Industry Excellence 
recognise extraordinary achievement of 
individuals and companies operating in the 
Logistics industry. Winning one of these well-
established and highly respected Awards will 
raise awareness of your brand and burnish your 
reputation in the sector.

Currently, there are nine Award categories:

• Best New Member
• Young Employee of The Year
• Manager of The Year
• Innovation Award
• Training Award
• Environment Award
• Best Value Added Services Award
• Customer Service Award
• Logistics Service Provider of The Year

Plus, UKWA presents a Chairman’s Special 
Award, honouring an individual who has made an 
exceptional contribution to the industry.

The Awards are now open for entries and your 
submissions are warmly invited. 

Winners will be announced on Wednesday 24th 
November 2021 at The Dorchester, London, 
during UKWA’s flagship event, one of the 
highlights of the industry calendar, attended by 
around 500 guests. 

This year, veteran broadcaster and journalist John 
Humphrys will attend as the guest of honour and 
formally present the Awards.

UKWA Awards 2021

MORE DETAILS
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•  Webinar: Multi
carrier 3PL shipping
made easy with
SmartFreight,
Wednesday 5th May

Join this webinar co-hosted by UKWA 
and Associate member SmartFreight to 
discover how easy multi carrier shipping 
within your 3PL can be.

Topics include: 

•  How eCommerce is growing market
demand

•  Customer expectations, wants and
needs –
and the challenges this can bring

•  How a CMS can improve the end
receiver’s customers’ journey

•  How SmartFreight can help you to
run a cost effective and flexible 3PL

There will be a Q&A session at the end of 
the session.

•  Industrial & Logistics
Conference 2021,
26-27th May

The Industrial & Logistics Conference, 
organised by Property Week, is the 
leading forum for agents, developers, 
investors and occupiers. This year it 
continues to support the industry with a 
platform to reconnect and re-engage.

Taking place online on 26-27 May 2021, 
experts and industry leaders, including 
UKWA CEO Peter Ward, will examine and 
debate the impacts and opportunities 
resulting from Brexit, new EU regulations 
now in place, and the continuing 
implications of COVID-19.

•  UK Ports Conference
2021, 5-8th July

The UK Ports conference, taking place 
across four morning session 5-8 July, 
will provide a complete update on the 
UK ports sector.

Attend to receive updates on the most 
pertinent issues facing the industry and 
hear from port industry leaders on the 
challenges and opportunities facing the 
sector.

Topics will range from the introduction 
of Freeports, to the impact of changing 
supply chains needs.

High profile speakers joining 
Conference Chair Richard Ballantyne, 
Chief Executive at British Ports 
Association, include Peter Ward, 
UKWA CEO.

•  Multimodal 2021, NEC
Birmingham –
19th-21st October

This year, the UK’s premier industry event 
returns to the NEC. As in previous years, 
UKWA will have a major presence with a 
Pavillion hosting a selection of members 
and providing a meeting/networking area.

Although the exhibition takes place 
in October, already nine of the fifteen 
member display booths are booked, so 
if you want to promote your products or 
services to thousands of shippers and 
cargo owners, under the banner of the 
UK’s leading trade association – book 
your space now!

Looking Ahead…

REGISTER HERE REGISTER HERE REGISTER HERE MORE DETAILS
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