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Free webinar, 
Weds 14th October 12.30pm BST

On 22nd September, the Prime Minister announced new 
restrictions aimed at containing the ‘second wave’ spread 
of COVID-19 and suggested that these measures would be 
in place for at least another six months. 

Those who can work from home have been instructed to do 
so, but for most businesses in the warehousing and logistics 
industry, that is simply not an option. 

So, how do we in this industry keep our workforce safe and 
ensure that our workplaces are COVID-secure – particularly 
with the prospect of severe penalties (a potential £10,000 
fine and business closure) for those who fail to reach the 
government’s required standards and fail inspection?

In a free webinar, UKWA is bringing together leading 
industry figures from the Association’s management board 
to share their experiences, insights and best practice, in a 
unique member-to-member interactive webinar.
Make sure you are COVID-secure. 

COVID-compliance in the workplace is now a legal 
obligation - are you ready? Creating a COVID-secure 
workplace has never been more important. 

So, if you are wondering whether your business is up-
to-scratch and could confidently pass a COVID-security 
inspection, in addition to attending UKWA’s Coping with 
COVID webinar, you can also access a free checklist, 
compiled by the Health & Safety and HR experts of 
UKWA Associate Member Citation, which covers all 
the considerations you need to make your workplace 
inspection-ready and safe for your workforce.

UKWA members are entitled to preferential rates on 
Citation’s services, so if you’d like to find out more about 
how Citation can help, call 0345 844 1111 or visit www.
citation.co.uk, fill in the call call-back form and quote 
‘United Kingdom Warehouse Association’.
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UKWA CEO Peter Ward has joined heads of 
peer trade associations and leading 3PLs 
in meeting with Rt Hon Michael Gove MP, 
Chancellor of The Duchy of Lancaster to 
outline the industry’s grave concerns about 
the preparedness of the government and 
the nation for the impact of transition from 
membership of the EU.

The meeting followed a  letter from all 
participants, requesting a detailed discussion 
around key issues, including grant funding 
for intermediaries, IT and systems readiness 
and the pace of delivery for the physical 
border infrastructure.

As key participants in the supply chain, 
who will be required to deliver a functional 
operating border for GB and EU traders next 
year, the signatories to the letter stated that 
UK business and the supply chains on which 
it depends will be at risk of serious disruption 
if these matters are not resolved quickly.

Peter Ward, who appeared on BBC News 
Live to discuss industry concerns around 
the issues, comments, “The Border & 

Protocol Delivery Group, within which 
UKWA has been an active contributor, has 
worked hard to achieve progress against 
challenging odds. However, with transition 
just a few months away, it is imperative 
that government provides more detailed 
information and the reassurance that it 
understands the scale of the task ahead for 
our industry.”

He adds, “Essentially, the government’s 
timetable for the transition period has 
been compromised by COVID-19. Industry, 
working with furloughed staff, other staff 
working remotely and/or on a skeleton 
basis, simply has not had the time to 
prepare in the recent/current climate. As 
ever. the devil is in the detail, with high 
levels of complexity compounded by 
the ‘hard’ Brexit, lack of trade deals and 
requirement for an estimated 200 million 
additional customs declarations.”

“Our objective in meeting with government 
ministers was to highlight the importance 
of our sector in keeping goods flowing, 
shelves stacked and people fed, which has 

been more widely understood by the nation 
at large in the light of the recent COVID-19 
pandemic. It is vital that government now 
heeds our warnings and continues to 
engage with industry leaders to achieve the 
functional border that we all aspire to from 
January 1st 2021.”

UKWA joins call for government 
to engage with industry 
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UKWA bids farewell to  
Douglas Fearnley (1945-2020)

With great sadness UKWA announces the death 
of Douglas Fearnley, an active member of the 
Association Management Board for many years, 
who latterly travelled regularly to the mainland 
from his home in Guernsey to attend Board 
meetings and UKWA events

Douglas was the son of Jim Fearnley, original 
founder member in 1944 of the National 
Association of Inland Warehouse Keepers, who 
was several times Chairman and one-time Vice-
President of the association. Douglas followed in 
his father’s footsteps during the sixties, joining the 
NAWK council in his late twenties and continuing 
to provide stirling support to the association over 
the next forty plus years.

A true veteran of the logistics industry, having 
joined his father’s business, Archbolds Storage, 
in 1961, Douglas served on the Boards of 
Archbold Group and Ocean Cory Distribution, 
prior to setting up JD Fearnley Transport & 
Warehousing in 1985, later to become JDF 
Logistics.  His knowledge, wisdom and words 
of encouragement, combined with his sharp wit 
and humour, will be sadly missed by his many 
colleagues within UKWA and the wider logistics 
community.

Douglas passed away on 27th August, aged 75, 
following a recent illness. 
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Business Rates appeal continues
UKWA continues to press government for Business Rates 
relief for the sector.

Initially CEO Peter Ward presented the case on behalf of 
members to the Rt Hon Robert Jenrick MP, Secretary of 
State for Housing, Communities and Local Government. In 
the interim there has been further communication with the 
Department of Transport and finally, the request for further 
support has been escalated to the Treasury.

“For many of our members, the period of lockdown has had 
a disastrous effect on cashflow and additional support in the 
form of a business rates ‘holiday’ would in some cases make 
the difference between closure and survival,” Peter said. 
“During these difficult times, it is our industry that has been 
key to keeping the nation fed and clothed, as well as rising 
to the challenge of a huge spike in demand for online order 
fulfilment to households locked down. 

Other business sectors, including retail, hospitality and 
leisure, have enjoyed the benefit of business rates relief 
and it is essential that the government understands that a 
resilient warehousing and logistics industry, which will be 
vital to the economic recovery of the UK, deserves the same 
consideration.”

He adds, “I’m pleased to see that our message is being heard 
and hope to report a positive outcome in due course.”

To support the case, UKWA will be undertaking another 
survey of members to assess how well businesses are coping 
during the ongoing pandemic restrictions and to understand 
attitudes towards future challenges including the UK’s 
departure from the EU on 1st January 2021. Watch this space!
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Hot off the press from specialist publisher 
and UKWA Associate Member Kogan Page, 
‘Health & Safety in Logistics’, by respected 
author Jerry Rudd, offers a comprehensive 
guide to health and safety in our industry, 
covering every area, including risk 
assessments, safety in the warehouse and 
hazard avoidance in transport operations.

The publishing of this valuable book, which 
is endorsed by UKWA and includes a 
section on UKWA’s own compliance audit 
framework, is timely and on message, says 
UKWA CEO Peter Ward.

“As the importance of regular auditing 
and risk assessment have risen to the top 
of our agenda, driven by the twin forces 
of COVID-19 restrictions and the EU the 
increased prominence of logistics in our 
daily lives, Jerry Rudd has produced a 
crucial guide for all businesses in our 
sector,” he said.

“Currently, we are preparing to roll out 
our brand new digital self-audit tool and 
strongly recommend that all members 
purchase a copy of ‘Health & Safety in 
Logistics’ to complement that process.”

Warehousing and logistics is a complex 
industry that exposes employees to a wide 
range of risks, from road accidents, deaths 
and injuries resulting from unsafe use of 
forklifts, but also poor fire safety, long-term 
health risks due to poor manual handling 
techniques and problems relating to mental 
health. Indeed, many thousands of incidents 
are recorded every year. 

‘Health and Safety in Logistics’ examines 
potential hazards found in the industry 
and explains in detail how to make your 
workplace as safe as possible.

In his foreword to the book, Peter Ward 
says, “UKWA applauds Jerry Rudd for 
assembling this unique and invaluable 
compilation of expert advice and practical 
guidance, and highly recommends the 
handbook as a tool for our members and 
operators in the wider logistics sector that 
want to send a clear message to customers, 
suppliers and employees that they are 
serious about safety.”

UKWA members are entitled to 20% 
discount on purchases from Kogan Page. 

Health & Safety in Logistics

Click on tabs for the full story!
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UKWA has announced its support for the 
government’s new Kickstart Scheme, which 
was launched on 02 September. Part of the 
package of support for businesses during 
coronavirus, the Kickstart Scheme aims to 
help young people by providing funding to 
employers to create job placements for 16 
to 24-year olds.

According to UKWA CEO Peter Ward, the 
scheme offers a great opportunity for the 
sector to attract young talent.

“Although the proposed support is for an 
initial six-month placement only, it gives 
us chance to showcase warehousing 
and logistics as a fast-paced, IT driven 
environment with clear career paths, and 
to recruit the young employees we need as 
rapid online retail growth brings increased 
demand for our services,” he said.

Accordingly, UKWA is getting behind 
the scheme and, in partnership with 
Associate Member HR Solutions, plans 

to offer guidance and support to those 
members keen to be involved, from help 
with application for funding to delivery of 
training required by the scheme.
Funding will cover for each job placement:

•  100% of the relevant National Minimum 
Wage for 25 hours a week

•  the associated employer National 
Insurance contributions

•  employer minimum automatic enrolment 
contributions

The first placements are likely to be 
available from November.

UKWA needs to demonstrate that across 
the membership there will be demand 
for a minimum of 30 placements for 
young people. We have already had a 
strong response from members, so if you 
haven’t indicated your interest yet, please 
make sure you contact us with your likely 
requirements. 

Peter Ward concludes, “Securing and 
retaining workers has long been a challenge 
for our industry. The new Kickstart Scheme 
provides an opportunity for us to recruit 
and train young people, therefore UKWA 
stands ready to support members in taking 
advantage of government funding to bring 
fresh young talent to our sector!”

UKWA supports government’s 
Kickstart Scheme

CONTACT US TO REGISTER YOUR INTEREST

MORE ABOUT THE KICKSTART SCHEME

Click on tabs for the full story!
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As the Prime 
Minister has warned 
that new COVID-19 
restrictions could 
stay in place for as 
long as the next 
six months, digital 
‘virtual’ events look 
set to become the 

norm for the foreseeable future.
UKWA CEO Peter Ward, who has 
been attending a number of these 
events, points out that UKWA is 
playing its part in the growing 
arena of virtual/digital conferences, 
and is becoming a key channel to 
share industry knowledge and best 
practice with members. 

•  SHD Logistics Digital 
Conference,  
15th October 2020

The SHD Logistics Conference is a fully interactive 
digital event for the UK logistics industry.

Taking place on Thursday 15 October 2020, the 
SHD Logistics Digital Conference offers a range 
of content-led sessions from companies such as 
Prologis, Garçon Wines and The Climate Group. 
The event will be opened with a special keynote 
session from Richa Sahay, Community Curator 
for Automotive, Supply Chain Transport and 
Emerging Markets at the World Economic Forum, 
and will include a presentation from UKWA CEO 
Peter Ward on ‘Departing the EU – what impacts 
should the logistics sector expect?’

In his role of CEO of UKWA,  Peter has been 
involved since the referendum in the government’s 
various steering and consultation groups. In his 
presentation he will outline the latest policy and 
procedures, shining a light on key areas that will 
require preparation by the logistics sector over 
the coming weeks and months.

Delegates will benefit from a suite of interactive 
features including videos, live chat and Q&As, 
as well as access to a range of exclusive 
downloadable materials.

•  Total Supply Chain 
Summit,  
2-3rd November 2020

This virtual ‘meet the buyer’ event for the supply 
chain industry will take place at Hilton Deansgate 
in Manchester, bringing together logistics 
professionals and key industry solution providers, 
with one-to-one business meetings, interactive 
seminars and valuable networking opportunities.

•  Industry & Logistics 
Conference –  
3-4th November 2020

The Industrial & Logistics Conference & Showcase 
has created a hybrid event that will available 
both online and in person. The event programme 
will spotlight the challenges and opportunities 
facing the sector during this period of change 
and uncertainty, from last-mile delivery and 
ultra-urban logistics, supply chain, infrastructure, 
technology advances, and more. 

Chaired by BBC Home editor Mark Easton, the 
event brings together a distinguished line up of 
speakers, including UKWA CEO Peter Ward, who 
joins an expert panel on day two to discuss ‘Our 
EU Exit: What are the opportunities?’

Looking Ahead…

Register to attend

Book Now

Book Now
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