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UKWA CEO looks at what lies ahead

Behind the positive pictures though, what 
lies ahead? For the warehousing sector, 
while many operators have been busy 
providing ‘essential’ supply chain services, 
others have seen income decimated due 
to ‘non-essential’ manufacturers and 
retailers effectively going into hibernation 
for three months. Although the opening 
of shops and factories have eased the 
pressure on space as outbound flows 
resume, for many coming back into 
full operation cash flow will determine 
whether or not they survive.

Quarterly rent was payable in June, with 
the next payment due in September, by 
which time the government will have 
reduced financial support for employers 
furloughing workers, adding to the 
squeeze. Accordingly, UKWA is continuing 

to lobby government for a six-month 
holiday on business rates to mitigate the 
immediate impact on members and the 
wider logistics community.

We are pleased to hear that the 
government has announced the reduction 
of the two-metre distancing rule to one 
metre plus, which will enable businesses in 
our industry to get back to ‘normal’.

However, even with the new social 
distancing requirements, many will be 
unable to bring back their full workforce. 
Fewer workers will in turn mean lower 
productivity and longer lead times, so that 
customers must be patient, pay their bills 
on time and support the supply chain that 
supports them.

Post-COVID – 

what now? ‘Light touch’ 

for EU Borders
Freeports 

survey Webinar: 

Life After 

Lockdown
COVID-19 

webinar Industrial & 

logistics 

property 

report

ADV 

temperature 

sensors
Welcome to 

our new 

members!

As COVID-19 restrictions lifted in June, we’ve seen extraordinary scenes 
as excited shoppers queue to spend money with scant regard for social 
distancing and relieved retailers enjoy the results of pent-up demand.
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UKWA has welcomed the government’s 
change of stance on EU border checks, 
announced earlier this month. 

The association has long insisted that ports simply do not 
have the capacity to cope with the estimated 200m additional 
customs declarations per annum likely to be generated 
by Brexit, and that this would risk serious supply chain 
interruption. The government’s announcement that initially a 
‘light touch’ approach will be taken, with less rigorous checks 
on imports, other than controlled goods than originally 
planned, is therefore ‘pragmatic’ says UKWA CEO Peter Ward.
“We’re pleased that government appears to be listening, albeit 
somewhat late in the day,” he comments. “Preparation for full 

declaration on all goods by the end of the year would not have 
been feasible.”

Peter continues, “The government has finally acknowledged 
that multi-functional inland sites will be required for customs 
and SPS procedures. Our message is that rather than 
spend taxpayers’ money on extensive new infrastructure, 
existing facilities should be effectively optimized. Plenty 
of our members operate customs bonded warehouses and 
temperature-controlled facilities within reach of the major 
ro/ro ports. These companies have the experience, skills and 
labour to provide inspection services and would embrace 
the opportunity to expand their services. We look forward to 
further engagement with the government on this issue.”
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UKWA has been gathering feedback 
from members – and the wider 
logistics community – in a survey 
on the government’s proposal for 
Freeports post Brexit. 

The Prime Minister made Freeports a 
centrepiece of his recent election campaign, 
asserting that post-Brexit the UK’s rebirth of 
trading hubs will boost global trade, attract 
inward investment and increase prosperity 
in otherwise deprived communities.  With 
significantly increased customs checks at 
UK ports announced by the government 
likely to impact on supply chains and drive 
up demand for more warehousing in a 
market that’s already close to full capacity, 
the lifting of restrictions of EU legislation 
creates a new opportunity to bring forward 
radical solutions.

For UKWA, a key positive is that Freeports 
need not be seaports but could include 
inland depots too. Hopefully, this puts large 

rail connected logistics parks in the frame, 
where there is ample development space 
for additional warehousing and distribution 
services to meet climbing demand for 
space.

“The Freeport consultation provides a clear 
opportunity for members to contribute to 
the development of an imaginative and 
coherent response to the proposal,” CEO 
Peter Ward comments. “UKWA’s aim is to 
ensure the voice of the industry is heard, fully 
reflecting members’ views and promoting 
their best interests,” he said.

Once survey results have been analysed 
UKWA’s draft response to the Freeports 
consultation will be shared via webinar on 
June 25th, allowing full member engagement 
in the government’s consultation process, 
which closes on 13 July 2020

http://www.ukwa.org.uk
mailto:enquiries@ukwa.org.uk
https://fs29.formsite.com/XAFuE7/cdh6f7o4ho/index.html
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UKWA CEO Peter Ward has been invited 
to contribute to a series of ‘Life After 
Lockdown’ webinars by Syft, a leading 
temporary jobs agency serving employers 
in the industrial, hospitality & events 
sectors and a new associate member with 
UKWA.

The half hour webinar, looking at how 
businesses can prepare for the road ahead  
post COVID lockdown, will be broadcast on 
Weds 15th July at 11am.

COVID-19 has brought a series of complex 
challenges to the logistics sector. With the surge 
in demand having largely settled, the logistics 
community is now wondering how to prepare, 
conduct and maintain future business 
operations in the post-lockdown period, which is 
expected to bring continued growth and 
opportunities for success despite COVID. 

Ramping up to meet increased demand, 
businesses must prioritise protecting their workers 
from the COVID-19 infection, which means raising 
hygiene and cleaning efforts, maintaining social 
distancing, introducing staggered shift patterns 
and using technology to minimise the risk for 
everyone.

Peter will discuss:

•  The major challenges facing companies across
the logistics and supply chain during COVID-19.

•  How organisations can prepare their workplace
to ensure compliance with new guidelines.

•  New technologies and efficiencies that have
emerged during lockdown.

•  What the future of logistics and supply chain
looks like post-COVID.
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Webinar: 
Life After Lockdown

REGISTER NOW

Weds 15th July, 11.00am
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UKWA CEO Peter Ward will be joining  
Mel Tymm, Industry Principal at Maginus on a 
free webinar on July 9th 2020 at 2pm. The pair 
will be providing insights and advice for 3PLs 
operating across the supply chain in the post-

COVID world, helping you 
plan for the changed logistics 
requirements from retailers as 
they grapple with the impact 
of lockdown, soaring online 
sales and a new generation 
of shoppers expecting 
continued home delivery.

The webinar will also cover tangible steps to 
improve efficiency and productivity in the 
warehouse, whilst maintaining a safe,  
“COVID-Secure” environment.

Topics will include:

•  The challenges for 3PLs and the warehousing 
sector in a post-COVID world

•  How other companies are handling these 
challenges

• How technology can help

•  What you can do to maximise the efficiency 
and productivity of your business

• Q&A

If you are unable to attend, 
you can still register and we 
will send you the recording.
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Webinar: 
Operating in post-
COVID supply chains 
Thurs 9th July, 2pm.

REGISTER NOW

Mel Tymm

http://www.ukwa.org.uk
mailto:enquiries@ukwa.org.uk
https://www.maginus.com/events/3pl-ukwa-webinar
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Real estate has always been an 
important topic in the warehousing 
sector, but with the exponential 
growth of online commerce, now 
accelerated further by the COVID-19 
pandemic, the prospect of necessary 
expansion for many warehouse 
operators puts it centre stage.  

Next month Colliers’ UK Industrial & 
Logistics team will be hosting a free 
webinar to discuss the latest industrial 
and retail sector trends, particularly 
in light of the current slowdown in 
economic activity. 

The webinar will also include an analysis 
of the latest developments in occupier 
and investment activity.

Colliers experts on the panel include  
Len Rosso - Head of Industrial and 
Logistics, Andrea Ferranti - Industrial 
Research, and Matthew Thompson -  
Head of Retail Strategy.

Paul Weston, SVP, Regional Head UK 
at Prologis, and Andrew Wadsworth, 
Corporate Real Estate Property Manager 
at DHL, will join as guest panelists to 
share insights on how the sector has 
been transformed.

Topics will include:

•  Market statistics; supply & demand, 
investment volumes and rental growth

•  Rental collection statistics for Q3 2020

•  The logistics sector resilience and 
flexibility in adapting to exogenous 
shocks

•  Online commerce

•  Retail trends and the expected rise of 
click-&-collect
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Colliers: Live Webinar  
Q2 Logistics & Industrial Property Update 

Weds 8th July, 1.30pm

In case you missed it, you can 
view a recording of Colliers’ 
Q1 Industrial webinar in April.

REGISTER NOW

WATCH Q1 WEBINAR

Matthew  
Thompson

Andrea
Ferranti

Len Rosso

mailto:enquiries@ukwa.org.uk
http://www.ukwa.org.uk
https://r1.dotmailer-surveys.com/b6631a95-554pm135
https://youtu.be/P6MflD14Jqs
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UKWA members can keep 
staff safe and take advantage 
of an exclusive discount on 
ADVThermo temperature 
measuring device, a non-
contact, safe and efficient way 
to monitor the temperature 
of personnel entering your 
facilities.

These devices, which are 
being widely used to ensure 
a safe working environment 
and prevent the spread of 
COVID-19, can operate on 
a standalone basis or be 
integrated with an access 
control system and offer 
advanced features if required – 
such as face recognition.

If you’re looking for a quick, 
efficient way to measure and 
log the body temperature of 
employees and other visitors 
as they enter the building 
from 0.5-2m distance, the 
ADVThermo monitor is the 
perfect solution, alerting you 
to anyone outside the normal 
range and preventing the 
spread of infection in your 
workplace.

UKWA members will enjoy a 
5% discount when purchasing 
this technology. 

Call 01536 525131 or email 
info@advcomms.co.uk and 
quote UKWA when ordering.
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ABSOLUTE RECRUITMENT UK LTD   www.absol-group.com
AMBREY BAKER CONTRUCTION LTD   www.ambreybakerconstruction.co.uk
AQUMEN FREIGHT MANAGEMENT LTD   www.aqumenuk.com
BERNARD HERMAN   
BROUGHTON STORAGE LIMITED   www.broughtontransport.com
BROWNS DISTRIBUTION SERVICES LTD   www.brownsdistribution.co.uk
CLEARWORLD   www.clear-world.co.uk
DAVIES TURNER & CO LTD   www.daviesturner.com
EUROPA WAREHOUSE LIMITED   www.europa-worldwide.com
E-WAREHOUSING LIMITED   www.e-warehousing.co.uk
GLOBAL QA LTD T/A GLOBAL QA CONSULTANTS   www.global-qa.co.uk
HAWKINS LOGISTICS   www.hawkinslogistics.co.uk
JOINTLINE LIMITED   www.jointline.co.uk
LOCUS ROBOTICS   www.locusrobotics.com
NEXUS SHIPPING SERVICES LIMITED   
ORDERFULFILMENT UK   www.orderfulfilmentuk.co.uk
RIF WORLDWIDE PLC   www.rifgroup.co.uk
RTA IRELAND LIMITED   www.rtaintl.com
THAW LOGISTICS LTD   
TIDE GLOBAL LTD   www.tideportal.com
WIDEM UK LIMITED   www.widem.eu
WILKINS (HENLEY) LTD   www.wilkinsremovals.co.uk
ZENDBOX LIMITED   www.zendbox.co.uk
ZG LIGHTING (UK) LIMITED                 www.zumtobel.com
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The latest issue of 
Warehouse Magazine 

is available now online.

http://www.ukwa.org.uk
mailto:enquiries@ukwa.org.uk
https://www.ukwa.org.uk/market-intel/warehouse-magazine-june-july-2020/



