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This year’s National Conference 
in Chester on 3-4th March 
is sold out. However, if you 
would like to share in some of 
the insights and commentary 
from our impressive line-up of 
expert speakers, you can do so 
on Twitter, using the hashtag 

#UKWANatConf2020. We will 
be tweeting live throughout 
the event.

We will also be circulating a 
post-event review, summarizing 
key points and the responses 
from our delegates to a live poll 

on the issues being debated. 
CEO Peter Ward comments, 
“The conference theme ‘next 
generation logistics’ has clearly 
captured the imagination of 
our members. With the strong 
agenda delivered by influential, 
‘big hitter’ speakers, the event 

provides great value for money 
and this year has proved more 
popular than ever. 

If you’ve missed out this time, 
make sure you book early for 
next year!

UKWA National Conference 
SOLD OUT
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VIEW AGENDA VIEW SPEAKERS

Latest speakers  
to be announced: 

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER #UKWANatConf2020

Katherine Parker, 
Senior Project Manager Logistics 

Implementation, Sainsbury’s 
Supermarkets 

Priya Ravidran, 
Manager, 

PwC’s Strategy & 
Economics team

Iain Bartholomew, 
Director of Logistics, 

International & Europe, 
Urban Outfitters
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UKWA warns that points-based immigration 
system may lead to labour shortage

Read full statement

UKWA has reacted strongly to the 
government’s announcement of a new 
points-based immigration system that will 
limit the number of low-skilled workers 
entering the UK, warning that the move is 
likely to lead to a shortage of vital workers 
in the already beleaguered logistics 
industry.

CEO Peter Ward commented: “‘Warehouse 
operators and logistics companies need 
access to low-skilled, low-cost labour and, 
with low youth unemployment figures in the 
UK, the sector has traditionally looked to 
the EU to supplement its workforce.

“While we hope the majority of EU citizens 
currently working in UK warehouses and 
distribution centres will choose to stay 
in Britain by applying for EU settlement 
scheme status, it is clear that new barriers 
to recruiting shop-floor operations staff 
from other countries will add to the 
recruitment pressure that the sector is 
already under.”

Peter Ward challenged the government’s 
suggestion that businesses will be able to 
reduce their reliance on foreign workers 
by increasing levels of pay and investing in 
automation, pointing out that cost increases 
would be passed onto consumers, with 

low priced goods and cost-free immediate 
delivery potentially becoming a thing of the 
past.

However, he added, “UKWA remains 
committed to working with the government 
to find practical solutions to these issues 
and we are seeking urgent talks to deliver 
the message that the logistics industry 
needs low-skilled, low-cost labour to ensure 
the UK’s essential supply chains do not 
suffer as a result of these changes to our 
immigration rules.”
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CEO Peter Ward 
has called for taking 
control of legislation 
to allow inland depots 
to take the post-Brexit 
strain. 

He said that while significantly 
increased customs checks 
at UK ports announced by 
the government are likely to 
impact on supply chains and 
drive up demand for more 
warehousing in a market that’s 
already close to full capacity, 
the lifting of restrictions of 
EU legislation creates a new 
opportunity to bring forward 
radical solutions.

“As soon as January next year, 
traders and their intermediaries 
will be required to submit 
customs declarations and be 
liable to checks on various 
products that enter and leave 
the UK. UKWA has estimated 

that this will equate to more 
than 200 million additional 
UK customs declarations,” he 
added.

“There will certainly be 
interruption of flow, which 
is likely to be mitigated by 
companies holding additional 
inventory to maintain 
equivalent lead times and 
accordingly demanding 
additional warehousing space. 
This is happening at a time 
when the market is almost 
at capacity as the industry 
recalibrates to accommodate 
the massive shift from high 
street retailing to online and 
ecommerce fulfilment.”

Whilst Britain is, in effect, 
gearing up for a ‘Hard 
Brexit’, UKWA has welcomed 
government plans to open 
new Freeports across the 
UK, particularly the aspect of 
Freeports being located inland 
as well as adjacent to ports.

“We’re calling on members 
and non-members alike, 3PLs, 
retailers as well as real estate 
developers and industrial 
agents, to join with UKWA 
to develop an imaginative, 
coherent response to the 
government’s proposals,” 
Peter confirmed.

Let inland depots take the post-Brexit strain

READ MORE
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Award categories:
• Best New Member
• Best Warehouse Manager
• Young Employee
• Innovation
• Training
• Environment
• Best New Infrastructure Project
• Customer Service
• Logistics Service Provider
• Value Added Services

Held at The Dorchester in London 
on Thursday 25th June, the UKWA 
Annual Luncheon & Awards 2020 will 
be attended by some 500 guests, who 
gather to network and enjoy fine dining 
in superb surroundings.

Last year was sold out months ahead, 
so make sure you don’t miss out –  
book now!

Are you a top performing company or do 
you have an outstanding employee you’d 
like to recognise? Then you should be 
entering the industry’s most prestigious 
Awards. UKWA Awards 2020 offer you the 
opportunity to celebrate excellence in ten 
different categories, with trophies 
presented to the worthy winners by the 
veteran broadcaster John Humphrys at the 
Association’s flagship event.

Top performer 
Awards 2020

How to enter an Award Event booking details
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UKWA Associate Member HR 
Solutions will be hosting a 
series of seminars on important 
forthcoming changes to 
employment law. Tickets are 
FREE for UKWA Members (non-
members tickets are £95 +VAT)

Gain practical guidance on how to 

protect your business from the risk 

of employee claims. Experts from 

HR Consultants will be on hand to 

provide advice on any HR issues 

that you wish to discuss. 

Conversation and questions will be 

welcome throughout the seminar 

to help everyone understand 

how the rules apply to them. 

These seminars will give you 

the opportunity to network with 

delegates from other organisations 

and ask questions of the experts 

on a one-to-one basis. 

Refreshments will be provided.

The dates and venues are listed 

opposite. You are warmly invited 

to attend:

• BIRMINGHAM          
Wednesday 25 March, 2pm - 5pm       

Birmingham ICC, Broad Street, 

Birmingham B1 2EA

•  NORTHAMPTON     
Wednesday 25 March, 2pm - 5pm      

Brampton Grange, Sandy Lane, 

Chapel Brampton, Northampton 

NN6 8AD

• LONDON                  
Thursday 30 April, 2pm - 5pm  
Woburn House, 20 – 24  

Tavistock Square,  

London WC1H 9HQ
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Employment Law Seminars

Book your place

FREE to UKWA members
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•  InternetRetailing EXPO 
(IRX) conference, 1-2 
April 2020

Internet Retailing EXPO conference is 
taking place in Birmingham. Now in its 
10th year, IRX is the leading UK-wide 
show dedicated to eCommerce and 
Digital Retail. The show brings together 
over 5,000 brands, omnichannel and 
pure play retailers, marketplaces, 
industry bodies and solution providers 
from across the UK.

The audience ranges from Top 500 
retailers, fast growth online business 
and high street retailers targeting ever 
greater digitalisation of their sales 
channels.

UKWA CEO Peter Ward will be 
moderating a track on Warehousing  
& Fulfilment at the event.

•  FLTA – Regional 
meetings 2020

The Forklift Truck Association invites 
UKWA members to their nearest 
regional meeting to discover what’s 
new in the FLTA, get up to date on its 
offerings and to give your views on 
how the FTLA can help your business. 
The first regional meeting – Midlands 
& Scotland, will takes place at 3.30pm 
on Thurs 2 April at The Holiday Inn –
Birmingham Airport, near NEC. Coventry 
Road, Birmingham, West Midlands, B26 
3QW. Timings are 15.30pm - 18.30pm 
for the meeting, followed by a private 
dinner from 19.30pm. Please indicate if 
you plan to attend by 2nd March 2020.

For more information about regional 
meetings in South, East and London, 
visit UKWA website or contact Louise 
Boston of FLTA.

•  Industry & Logistics 
Conference – Property 
Week, 5-6 May 2020

The Industrial & Logistics Conference & 
Showcase will be held at Hilton London 
Syon Park. This is your opportunity to 
meet with Property Week’s vast network 
of contacts in the commercial property 
and logistics sector and get the latest 
updates on developments in retail and 
warehousing. Find out what the general 
election means for the industry and 
what to expect in 2020, discover how 
automation, robotics and 3D printing will 
influence workforce change and disrupt 
the balance for SHEDs and explore the 
diversity of occupiers, their challenges 
and unique needs for SHEDs.

UKWA CEO Peter Ward will be 
joining a distinguished panel at this 
event to discuss Brexit: What are the 
opportunities?

Looking Ahead…
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Catch up on the latest news and views from 
UKWA, and meet our latest crop of new 
members in the Feb/March issue of Warehouse 
magazine, available online now.
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Warehouse magazine – 
latest issue...

Warehouse magazine
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