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Getting Brexit Done

Getting Brexit done implies an end point, a drawing of a line 
under a long and painful process. In some ways this couldn’t 
be further from the truth. What it really means is ratifying an 
agreement which will signify the beginning of intensive and 
extensive negotiations to implement wide-ranging changes 
that could well take years to complete.

Securing a Withdrawal Agreement that is acceptable both to 
the EU nations and to the UK Parliament without doubt will 
be an important milestone in the process, helping to avoid for 
now the ‘cliff-edge’ of a ‘no-deal Brexit’ and taking us into the 
Transition Period.  

But it tells little about the future relationship between the 
UK and the European Union. Not until we know the nature 
and timing of that future relationship – and the processes for 
managing it – will the business world have the much-needed 
forward certainty it craves.”
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As the election gains momentum, UKWA CEO Peter Ward warns that the government’s ‘Let’s 
Get Brexit Done’ message is deeply misleading. Although the Association fully supported the 
‘Get Ready For Brexit’ campaign in the lead up to 31st October, the process of leaving the 
European Union will be anything but simple for the UK’s business community, he says.

Read article in full 

Access UKWA’s suite of Get Ready For Brexit Resources 
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A new easy access eLearning course on 
Transport Compliance is now available for 
UKWA members at specially discounted rates. 

The Transport Compliance eLearning package comprises eight 
interactive eLearning modules focused on transport related 
legislation, compliance and overall workplace transport safety. 
Ideal for Managers or Supervisors responsible for transport 
related activities and operations, it has been designed to 
be delivered through online learning to allow delegates to 
undertake the modules at their convenience and own pace.

Suite modules cover: 
• Operator Licencing 
• Enforcement 
• Vehicle Maintenance 
• Defect Reporting 
• Licencing and Driver CPC 
• Drivers’ Hours and Working Time 
• Workplace Transport Safety 
• Road Safety 

Delivered by The Resources Group in partnership with UKWA, 
the price per learner for all eight modules is just £275 + VAT - 
less 10% discount for members if booked via UKWA.  Individual 
modules £37 + VAT. Enterprise licences are also available. 

New eLearning Course 

Book NOW Find out more here
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Once again, on the morning of the UKWA Annual Parliamentary 
Luncheon, leading figures from the Association’s Logistics Users 
Group gathered at 1 Great George Street to join a Round Table 
discussion of some of the big issues currently facing the industry. 
The event was sponsored by workforce management solutions 
specialist Kronos.

Business leaders from retail, foodservice, manufacturing, 
automotive and aviation – including Urban Outfitters, Nando’s, 
Denby Pottery and British Airways - gathered to debate the 
transformational landscape and future of logistics.

Round Table discussion topics ranged from tackling climate 
change, sustainable solutions and driverless vehicles, warehouse 
provision and land use, appealing to the ‘Gen Z’ consumer, the 
challenge of attracting talent against a backdrop of a skills and 
labour shortage and of course, preparing for Brexit.
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Personal Data and Privacy Statements
When obtaining a reference, you collect personal 
data about the candidate and potentially 
about the reference provider too.  Whenever 
you are obtaining personal data, the individual 
needs to be provided with information about 
how you will be looking after their data. This 
information is usually provided in the form of a 
‘privacy statement’, which can be provided as a 
separate document, or by directing candidates 
or employees to the relevant website page where 
your privacy policy sits.

Job References, GDPR and Consent
When requesting a reference for a new starter, do 
you need to ask for consent?  The answer is no. 
This is because consent cannot be used if there 
is an imbalance of power. An imbalance of power 
occurs when:

• The employer can rely on another legal basis
•  The data subject may fear adverse 

consequences by refusing to give consent –  
e.g. not being offered a job!

GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation) and the Data Protection Act 2018 have made 
the business of taking up and providing references trickier, so we look at a couple of the 
pitfalls with UKWA Associate member HR Solutions and provide some quick tips.

BACK FORWARD
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The theme for the 2020 event has been 
announced and the focus of the conference 
is all about the future, in particular how to 
ready the industry and the workforce at this 
time of rapid and unprecedented change 
without being left behind.

Entitled ‘Next Generation Logistics’ the 
aim is to provide a forum to answer the big 
questions, to learn how to adapt and evolve 
our businesses and appeal to a new breed of 
tech savvy, environmentally aware, work/life 
balance focused employees: 

• “What are the latest process innovations?”
•  “How will ‘Generation Z’ change my 

business?”
•  “How can new technology reduce my 

costs?”

•  “Can I afford to introduce robotics and 
automation?”

• “What should I do about climate change?”
• “How do I improve my bottom line?”

To set the scene, we will be welcoming a 
motivational speaker to help get us in the 
mindset of the new generation, before 
hearing from our line up of experts to 
provide ideas and innovative solutions on 
how to navigate the new digital world.

Conference package is £495 + VAT for 
members and £595 + VAT for non-members. 
To book your place for this ‘must attend’ 
2-day conference and take advantage of an 
earlybird discount (10%), go to:  
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Earlybird discount 

Hallmark Queen Hotel, 
Chester CH1 3AH

3rd-4th March 2020

UKWA
National 
Conference 
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CyberRisk Insurance – 
a new Member Benefit

“Can’t happen to me, or can it?”
Cybercrime is becoming 
increasingly prevalent and that 
is why UKWA is introducing 
CyberRisk, a package of measures 
to help members manage the risk 
of a cyber security breach, one of 
the biggest business management 
considerations of modern times.   

Cyber threats are continuously evolving, 
with 65% of UK firms reporting an attack 
in the last year.  The effects of a cyber 
attack can be devastating, with most 
cases resulting in financial loss, customer 
attrition and damage to corporate 
reputation.

Teaming up with Perry Appleton Group 
and Travelers Insurance, UKWA brings 

together a group of experts to help 
members understand where they may be 
vulnerable, and to recommend measures to 
minimise the risk of attack, together with 
response and recovery support to ensure 
business as usual should a breach occur.

To apply for a free risk assessment and 
for more information go to:

More information 
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4 December is Automotive Logistics UK

Coming up 4 December is Automotive Logistics UK 
#ALUK at the Jaguar Experience, Castle Bromwich.  
UKWA is an event partner and Peter Ward will be 
presenting Think Tank 5 - Next Generation Warehouse.

Save the Date... 

The next UKWA Luncheon & Awards is scheduled for 
Thursday 25th June, 2020 at the usual glittering venue,  
The Dorchester.

We are thrilled to report that our VIP guest speaker will 
be none other than respected journalist John Humphrys 
talking about his career.  With his reputation as a 
combative interviewer, he is bound to add a lively and 
entertaining element to the proceedings.

Looking Ahead…
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UKWA National Conference 
2020, 3-4 March 
UKWA National Conference 2020, 3-4 March is now 
booking and there is even more reason to attend as  
UKWA has pulled off a coup to secure a highly  
inspirational keynote speaker from the USA:

Beth Thomas, CEO of Change 4 Growth, Published 
Author, and renowned Speaker. Based in Columbus, 
Ohio, USA, Beth is a globally acclaimed thought leader 
in organisational change, leadership and employee 
engagement. As a trusted advisor to many Fortune 500 
companies, her work has been recognised all over the 
world as a leading executive coach in helping senior 
executives lead change and foster an engaging culture.
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Peter Ward, CEO of UKWA, was in the chair to moderate a Practical 
Safety discussion at the Forklift Truck Association’s Safety 
Convention, which took place recently in Coventry. 

Peter was joined on stage by Kanwal Kanda, Director of HSE, Adam 
Smith of AITT, Kirk Stalley of DHL and Mike Belson of Aggregate 
Industries.  The panel focused on innovative but practical real-world 
solutions that can be implemented on any site, often at low or no cost, 
before answering questions from the audience.

Peter Ward comments: “Despite the best efforts of the majority of 
companies operating in the logistics sector, warehouses and distribution 
centres remain among the places of work where an employee is most 
likely to be injured during the course of his or her daily routine.

“Of course, successful warehousing is all about maximising efficiency 
and productivity but those joint aims should never be achieved at 
the expense of safety. The need to ensure that operational processes 
and systems do not put workers in harm’s way has to be among 
the modern logistics executive’s foremost considerations and it’s 
something that can never be compromised in the relentless drive for 
ever faster throughput speeds and pick rates.

See full comment 
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The latest issue of 
Warehouse Magazine

is available soon online.

December/January issue

http://www.ukwa.org.uk
mailto:enquiries@ukwa.org.uk



