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HM Border Delivery Group, 

which consults with 

UKWA and other trade 

organisations, has issued the 

latest EU Exit information 

relating to UK borders from 

across UK Government.

UKWA is sending out a 

strong message to member 

that under WTO (World 

Trade Organisation) rules, 

wooden pallets must meet 

the standard specification 

and will be subject to 

inspection on entering the 

EU post Brexit.

To help businesses prepare 

for Brexit, HMRC have 

published an EORI myth-

buster. Here’s a quick round 

up of the facts: 
The results are in from the 

latest poll of UKWA members 

on the impact of Brexit. As 

stockpiling and shortage of 

warehouse space continues 

to hit the headlines, UKWA 

has conducted a follow-up 

to its initial survey at the end 

of last year, taking feedback 

WTO impact 

on wooden 

pallets

Next month we have our 

Annual UKWA Parliamentary 

Luncheon at the House of 

Lords and we are busily plan-

ning for next year’s UKWA 

National Conference. In the 

meantime, there are some 

interesting industry events to 

look forward to…

As Brexit hangs in the 

balance, UKWA Associate 

Member Citation shares 

with members a free guide 

to ‘Brexit and Managing 

Uncertainty’, covering 

recruitment, taking care of 

Women & Leadership 

International is administering 

a national initiative to support 

the development of female 

leaders across the UK’s 

warehousing sector.
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HMRC has announced that 

they will be providing 

temporary additional sites 

in Kent and Essex for goods 

travelling through the Port 

of Dover or Eurotunnel 

under the Common Transit 
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LATEST RESULTS: UKWA BREXIT POLL

According to CEO 
Peter Ward, little has 
changed since the first 
quarter of 2019 in that 
all members taking part 
reported demand for 
additional warehouse 

space; however, demand appears to 
have peaked in January in the run up to 
the March deadline, while enquiries over 
the corresponding time in the lead up to 
31 Oct have fallen by half.

“Stockpiling has continued, and the 
market generally is running close to 
capacity,” he said. “The 31 Oct deadline 
couldn’t have come at a worse time, 
clashing with peak season in logistics 
in the run up to Christmas, including 

Black Friday and Cyber Monday. In 
previous years, these peaks have 
become increasingly challenging with 
rising labour and skills shortages in 
our industry. This year is likely to be 
exponentially more difficult, as members 
contend with not only shortage of 
warehouse space, but the ‘Brexodus’ 
effect of EU workers going home or 
heading to other EU markets.”

The poll showed “pockets” of space 
available, with some companies 
expanding for non-Brexit reasons or 
futureproofing.  One or two members 
reported lost business due to Brexit, as 
clients relocate stock to mainland EU 
and there have been casualties in the 
sector, with Brexit-related uncertainty 

holding up investment decisions and 
hindering long-term planning. 

“UKWA reckons available space could 
be as little as 250,000 pallet locations 
across the UK, which is roughly 
equivalent to a couple of days’ freight 
coming inbound through Dover”, says 
Peter Ward, who also encourages UKWA 
members to take seriously some of 
the risks identified in the government’s 
Yellowhammer document.” 
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The results are in from the latest poll of UKWA members on the impact of Brexit. As stockpiling and shortage of 
warehouse space continues to hit the headlines, UKWA has conducted a follow-up to its initial survey at the end 
of last year, taking feedback on key Brexit indicators from its larger members who collectively operate some 7.5 
million sq ft of warehousing in the UK, which is around 75% of the overall market.
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To help businesses prepare for 
Brexit, HMRC have published 
an EORI myth-buster. Here’s a 
quick round up of the facts: 

What is an EORI?
An Economic Operator Registration and 
Identification (EORI) number is a unique 
customs ID for businesses. An EORI 
number issued by the UK will start with 
GB, followed by 12 digits and will include 
your VAT registration number if you are 
registered for VAT.

An EORI number from the EU starts 
with different letters depending on the 
country that issued it – for example, if 
issued in France it will start with FR.

•  Myth 1: All UK businesses importing 
or exporting goods from the UK will 
need an EORI number from the UK and 
an EORI number from the EU after 31 
October – not correct.

•  Myth 2:  Most businesses do not have 
an EORI number issued by the UK to 
enable them to continue to trade after 
31 October – not correct.

•  Myth 3: Applying for an EORI number 
is difficult and time consuming –  
not correct.

•  Myth 4: Businesses in Northern Ireland 
will need an EORI number issued by 
the UK to trade with Ireland – 
not correct.

•  Myth 5: All EU businesses will need to 
have an EORI number issued by the UK 
as well as an EORI number from the EU 
to continue to trade with the UK –  
not correct.

To find out why these misconceptions 
are myths and understand more about 
what an EORI means for your business 
in preparing for Brexit, visit gov.uk/
Brexit or read more on UKWA website.

EORI myth buster

More about EORI
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Key points to note include:
New Brexit helpline for traders and hauliers 
– call 0300 3301 331 
A new cross-government telephone 
helpline has been established for UK 
traders and hauliers exporting to and 
importing from the EU. This will provide 
up-to-date signposting and guidance on 
arrangements for goods crossing the UK / 
EU border after Brexit. 

DEFRA and HMRC have produced a series 
of ‘decision trees’
From advice on how to export and import 
goods into the EU through RORO locations 
after Brexit to an explanation of the new 
steps you need to take to export chemicals, 
live animals, meat and dairy into the EU,

the new decision tree leaflets provide the 
support you need. 

To access the decision trees,  
visit gov.uk/Brexit

Nationwide government Get ready for 
Brexit events & webinars 
The government are holding a series of 
free to attend events across the UK to 
help businesses prepare for Brexit on 31 
October, as part of a series of nationwide 
events led by government. Advisors from 
all relevant government departments will 
be at each event to provide practical advice 
and support.

For all venue locations and further details, 
please register below:

There will also be a series of webinars 
on what UK businesses involved in the 
movement of goods between the EU and 
the UK need to know to keep importing 
and exporting. 

To choose a date and time to attend a 
webinar, please register below:

For all recent guidance and 
announcements, visit gov.uk/Brexit

Click on tabs for the full story!

T: 020 7636 8856        E: enquiries@ukwa.org.uk        www.ukwa.org.ukBACK FORWARD

HM Border Delivery 
Group update HM Border Delivery Group, which consults 

with UKWA and other trade organisations, has 
issued the latest EU Exit information relating 
to UK borders from across UK Government.
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Register for event

Register for webinar
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According to  HM Border Planning Group, in the event of no deal, 
all Wood Packaging Material (WPM) moving from the UK to the 
EU, and from the EU to the UK, must meet ISPM15 international 
standards by undergoing heat treatment and marking.

As there will be no immediate change to the WPM biosecurity 
threat resulting from the UK leaving the EU, the UK will continue 
to take a risk-based approach to checks on WPM and will not 
routinely conduct checks on WPM from the EU at the border. 
 Defra, the Forestry Commission and other relevant UK plant 
health authorities are working with the WPM sector who 
understand what actions they will need to take to manage this 
new requirement in a no deal scenario.  

Defra is liaising with EU counterparts on their approach to WPM 
checks on imports from the UK.  However, as the biosecurity risks 
do not change on day one, the government is hopeful that the  
EU will mirror the UK’s risk-based approach to these checks. 

UKWA will share further information on this issue as soon as  
we receive an update from the Border Planning Group on the  
EU position.

UKWA is sending out a strong message to members that under WTO (World Trade 
Organisation) rules, wooden pallets must meet the standard specification and will be 
subject to inspection on entering the EU post Brexit.
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New inland sites to support 
customs processes

HMRC has announced that they will be 
providing temporary additional sites 
in Kent and Essex for goods travelling 
through the Port of Dover or Eurotunnel 
under the Common Transit Convention 
(CTC).

These facilities, designed to help facilitate 
the flow of trade and support local traffic 
management plans if the UK leaves the 
EU without a deal, can also support the 
processing of ATA Carnets, which give 
you permission to temporarily import or 
export goods - for example, if you take 

sales samples to a trade show. 
An inland site for the processing of ATA 
Carnets only will also be provided near 
the Port of Holyhead.
Information on these sites, and when you 
should use them, has now been published 
on GOV.UK:

•  Moving goods through the Port of Dover 
and Eurotunnel using common transit 

•  Moving goods through the Port of Dover 
and Eurotunnel with an ATA Carnet

•  Moving goods through the Port of 
Holyhead with an ATA Carnet

If you regularly import/export goods to 
the EU, you should consider becoming 
an authorised consignor to start transit 
movements at your premises, and/or an 
authorised consignee to receive transited 
goods at your premises. Alternatively, 
you should consider finding an authorised 
consignor and/or consignee to manage 
your movements. 
 
Further information on different customs 
processes available to use in the event of 
a no deal EU exit can be found at GOV.UK. 
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Brexit Guide: 
Managing Uncertainty

As Brexit hangs in the balance, UKWA 
Associate Member Citation shares 
with members a free guide to ‘Brexit 
and Managing Uncertainty’, covering 
recruitment, taking care of your EU 
citizen employees and maintaining 
morale while navigating the Brexit maze.

You might also find these Brexit guides 
and resources from Citation helpful too:

•  VIDEO: quick top tips on boosting 
morale in times of uncertainty 

•  VIDEO: HR Contingency planning
•  ARTICLE: Health & Safety Brexit myths 

busted!
•  VIDEO: how is freedom of movement 

going to change after Brexit?

•  VIDEO: how Brexit could impact 
trading with your suppliers and 
contractors

Access any of the above by visiting 
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GET YOUR FREE GUIDE

www.citation.co.uk/resources/
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Women & Leadership International is administering a national initiative to support 
the development of female leaders across the UK’s warehousing sector.
A pool of scholarship funding is currently available to support women working 
in the warehousing sector, who wish to take part in one of two leadership 
development programs: Leading Edge (for junior and aspiring leaders and 
managers) and Executive Ready (for mid-level leaders and managers). 

Chief executives of the FTSE 100 are still 94% male, and almost one in four 
companies in the broader FTSE 350 still have only one woman on their board. 
Unleashing the full potential of women in the workplace could be worth £23 billion 
to the economy, according to research.  

These grants are provided with the specific intention of providing a powerful and 
effective development opportunity for women throughout the warehousing sector in 
the UK by offering scholarships of up to £1,000 (subject to selection criteria). 

Anyone interested in taking part should contact: 
www.womenandleadership.org/transportlogistics by Wednesday, 16th October 2019.

£1000 funding for 
women in warehousing

Click on tabs for the full story!
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•  The Annual House of 
Lords Reception and 
Luncheon,  
Weds 9th Oct 2019 

This prestigious event will be held 
on Wednesday 9th October 2019. 
A key date in the UKWA calendar 
when members and prominent 
representatives of the logistics 
sector will be joined by MPs, peers 
and policy makers, providing an 
excellent platform for UKWA to 
highlight current issues affecting 
the industry and lobby for action. 
This year’s gathering promises to be 
particularly fascinating in the light of 
the countdown to a possible  
no-deal Brexit on 31st October…

•  InternetRetailing 
Conference,   
Thurs 10 Oct 2019

As logistics becomes the new retail, 
this event is more relevant than 
ever for those in the warehousing 
and distribution sector. Held at The 
Business Design Centre in London, 
InternetRetailing brings together 
an impressive line-up of speakers 
to consider the challenges ahead, 
including how best to align retail 
marketing and fulfilment.

•  Robotics & 
Automation,  
29-31 October 2019

Robotics and Automation 2019 is 
taking place at the Ricoh Arena 
Coventry. Industry technology is 

evolving rapidly to continue to meet 
the needs of demanding consumers –  
visit to hear insights from John Lewis, 
Sainsbury’s, XPO Logistics and make 
sure you stay up-to-date with the latest 
solutions to give you a competitive 
edge in this digital world.

•  UKWA National 
Conference  
3-4 March, 2020

The date has been set for the next 
Annual UKWA National Conference. 
It will take place once again at the 
Hallmark Queen Hotel, Chester. Details 
of the agenda for this important two-
day event will be advised shortly. In 
the meantime, please register your 
interest in attending below.

Looking Ahead…
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Book your place

More details

More details

Register interest

Next month we have our Annual UKWA Parliamentary Luncheon at 
the House of Lords and we are busily planning for next year’s UKWA 
National Conference. In the meantime, there are some interesting 
industry events to look forward to…
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