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Speaking on BBC Newsnight earlier this 
month, UKWA CEO Peter Ward warned 
that UK warehouses are almost full, 
suggesting that stockpiling before the 
potential no-deal Brexit on October 31st 
may be near impossible.

“There is virtually no available space. The 
market, as represented by our members, 
is virtually at capacity,” he said. “The 
biggest concern at the moment is that 
the October deadline comes right bang in 
the middle of peak season. From a timing 
point of view it couldn’t be worse.”

“While we welcome positive reports 
from the commercial property sector 
that speculative build is rising again, 
and vacancy rates have seen a modest 

increase of late, new logistics
buildings will typically be taken up under 
long-term leases. Those looking for space 
to stockpile are seeking short-term 
capacity only, supported by a full suite of 
logistics services.”

“The current demand is for fit for purpose 
facilities complete with racking, forklifts, 
warehouse management technology – and, 
of course, people – all ready to go on a pay 
as you play basis.”

Such operational and fully kitted and 
serviced space is what UKWA members 
provide and why UKWA MarketSpace is 
seeing a spike in visitors to the site. The 
online web portal offers members the 

opportunity to advertise any available 
warehousing space free of charge. 
Potential tenants can search by area, size 
and specific requirements, then contact 
members direct to request a quote.

There are no fees involved, the service 
is intended to help match those seeking 
space with members that have space 
to let. Free advertising on the site is 
part of the UKWA membership benefits 
package.

UKWA warns time for 
stockpiling is running out

View Newsnight interview

Read full UKWA statement
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Watch video

Celebrating 75 years
UKWA celebrated its 75th 
Anniversary in style at the 
Annual Lunch & Awards 
this year, in the company of 
honoured guest, Her Royal 
Highness The Princess Royal 
and 500 guests.

Held once again at The 

Dorchester and sponsored 

by Savills, this special event  

recognised top performers 

from across the industry 

with awards in nine different 

categories

Her Royal Highness paid 

tribute to the role played 

by UKWA over the decades, 

recognising the importance 

of the industry and the 

tremendous changes since the 

association’s inception in 1944.

Before unveiling a 

commemorative plaque 

and presenting the Young 

Employee of the Year Award 

to Ryan Walker of 3P Logistics, 

the Princess Royal referred to 

her role as Patron of Transaid 

and thanked members of 

UKWA for their continued 

support, particularly for 

pledging to raise £75,000  in 

this anniversary year.

“At the UKWA Lunch & 

Awards 2019, our guests 

raised sufficient funds for 

an astonishing 22 bicycle 

ambulances for Transaid’s 

MAMaZ Against Malaria 

programme,” Peter Ward said. 

“I’ve been absolutely blown 

away by the generosity of our 

industry – as has Transaid. 

What an event we had!”
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Warehouse Management by 
Gwynne Richards – HALF PRICE!
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With the unprecedented pace of change in our industry, it is 
vital to stay abreast of latest thinking, and new developments 
to capture potential opportunities for growth. That’s why 
UKWA has teamed up with Associate member Kogan Page to 
offer members access to a huge range of books and resources, 
providing expert knowledge, insights and advice from 
respected thought leaders around the world. 

To introduce you to their book portal, Kogan Page is offering 
members a special 50% discount on best-selling book, 
Warehouse Management by Gwynne Richards. Simply visit 
the Resources page on our website, select the book and apply 
discount code UKWA50. 

In Warehouse Management, Gwynne Richards tackles the 
core challenges for today’s managers, offering experienced 
advice on how to reduce lead times, increase productivity and 
improve customer service. 

Examine how to operate 
an efficient and cost-
effective warehouse 
with this guide to 
reducing inventory, people 
management, location, design 
and the latest technology.

Order by 
30th August 2019. 

Don’t forget that all UKWA 
members get an ongoing 20% 
discount on all other Kogan Page 
Logistics and Supply Chain books 
using the code UKWA20, with 
E-books and bundles also available.
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Once again UKWA is partnering with 
CBRE to conduct a survey of logistics 
occupiers to explore views on the 
logistics market and warehousing 
preferences.

We would welcome members’ views 
on the locational, technological and 
workplace issues influencing your 
business at this time of rapid change  
and ongoing disruption.

In return for your participation, CBRE will 
provide an exclusive preview of results 
in Q4 of 2019, before they are published, 
as well as hosting a WebEx/Zoom 
presentation, which will give direct insight 
into the opportunities that are driving 
your industry, and into the collective views 
of your peers. 

The survey will take just 10 minutes 
to complete and all responses will be 
confidential.

Don’t miss the opportunity to take part 
in this important survey – and gain 
important market intelligence for your 
business going forward!

CBRE UKWA Logistics 
Occupier Survey
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UKWA Associate member Citation has launched a series of 
new sector-specific guides to a range of most frequently asked 
questions on topics including HR, Employment Law and Health 
& Safety – and they’re free to download.

From now until the end of September, you will be able to 
access up-to-date, relevant information to help your business 
from Citation’s website. Meanwhile, links to the following free 
resources can be found on the UKWA website too.

HR & Employment Law
• A guide to the basics of HR & Employment Law
• A guide to employee rights during probation
• A guide on the core foundations of employee engagement
• A step by step guide on how to hold a disciplinary 

Health & Safety
•  A Health & Safety checklist  

(check how up to date your systems are)
• A Health & Safety handbook template
•  A video on how to choose a competent person for  

Health & Safety
• An introductory guide to risk assessments
• A guide on five simple steps to a COSHH risk assessments
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Download resources
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A  survey of 100 senior UK supply chain 
professionals by Weightmans, Associate 
member and special advisor to UKWA, 
has revealed an industry braced for a rise 
in insolvencies, increasing fuel costs and 
pressure for quicker deliveries.

Key findings included:
• Almost half (49%) of those surveyed claim 
difficulty in monitoring for modern slavery 
•  85% expect to see a rise in insolvencies over 

the next five years
• Rising fuel costs are considered the 
industry’s biggest challenge 

• 72% say demand for shorter deliver times 
will increase 
• Advances in machine learning and analytics 
are set to benefit back office

Speaking earlier this month at launch 
of the report, ‘‘Weightmans Evolve: The 
Supply Chain of the Future’, UKWA CEO 
Peter Ward said, “The research elicits the 
age-old question of speed vs quality. The 
growth of the e-commerce market has been 
exponential, and the focus on ‘efficiency’ – 
trying to deliver next day or even within the 
hour - has almost certainly contributed to 

the casualties on the high street. Customer 
service has to be balanced with making 
money – what is our cost to serve? I believe 
we will see the market begin to adjust itself, 
and a reliable service at a reasonable cost will 
be the new ‘customer experience’ to aim for.”

Weightmans’ report can be downloaded free 
of charge. 

Survey reveals 
industry 
concerns
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As a long-time supporter of 
the charity Transaid, UKWA 
is keen to promote initiatives 
that seek to share the skills and 
expertise that reside within the 
UK logistics industry to improve 
the lives of those suffering 
humanitarian emergencies and 
significantly impacted supply 
chains.

Such emergencies are now 
happening more frequently 
and at greater scale. They 
are no longer confined to the 
developing world. Therefore, 
the Humanitarian Logistics 
Association is planning a project 
to compile key humanitarian 
logistics standards into a single 
handbook to promote universal 
minimum requirements for 
disaster preparedness and 
response. 

UKWA has been highlighting 
this initiative via social media 
over recent weeks, but if you 
have not yet responded, we 
encourage you to show your 
support by completing a short 
(5 minute) survey to determine 
the scope and priorities for the 
work needed to map, identify 
gaps, endorse and compile this 
knowledge. The deadline for 
submissions is 26th July 2019.

Supported by the HUMLOG 
Institute at the Hanken School 
of Economics in Finland, the 
survey is aimed at a broad range 
of stakeholders, academics, 
government staff, companies, 
charities, international aid 
organisation staff and military 
personnel. 

Humanitarian Logistics

Take the survey
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