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As we move into 2019 with 

no agreement yet in place for 

Brexit, amidst real concern 

that UK businesses may 

face the possibility of a no 

deal EU exit UKWA is urging 

members to advise their 

customers to prepare for this 

eventuality.

Last year UKWA launched 

the first ever benchmarking 
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partnership with US based 
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Education & Research 

Council). For 2019, we will 
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The UK’s National Standards 

body, BSI has secured full 

membership of the European 

Standards organisations, CEN 

and CENELEC. The move 

provides stability both for the 

European standards system 

and for BSI stakeholders.
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Association in 1944, first 
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out-of-town levy for retail 

businesses following an open 

letter appeal, supported by 21 

leading trade organisations, 

including UKWA.
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Hallmark Hotel The Queen, 

Chester in March – please 

save the date!
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Stockpiling &  
Warehouse shortages

Read Full Statement

See Peter Ward’s Vlog

The media clamour around potential food 
shortages, stockpiling and the consequent 
surge in demand for warehousing space 
continues. Although in the long-run the 
need to hold more stock closer to markets 
post-Brexit could indeed prove to be a 
positive for the warehousing industry, CEO 
Peter Ward points out that UKWA has 
been highlighting the critical lack of fit-
for-purpose, well-located storage facilities 
– and available development land – for 
over two years, well before Brexit.

“The rising demand for warehousing 
is already apparent as our members 
are reporting, but there is a serious 
shortage of space which is simply being 
exacerbated by the Brexit effect,” Peter 
explains. “In addition to this situation, we 
have a shortage of labour in this industry, 
which has also been made worse by 
immigrant workers returning home in 

increasing numbers and the prospect 
of caps on unskilled immigration being 
introduced after March 2019. Add all of 
this to the growth in online retailing and 
requirement for next or same day delivery 
by consumers and we can see a ‘perfect 
storm’ brewing.”

Peter discusses the position of UKWA on 
Brexit and the impact on warehousing at 
this critical point in our country’s history 
in his latest Vlog and reveals how the 
UKWA MarketSpace online portal will 
help businesses to find the additional 
warehouse space and services that are 
likely to be required. 
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A straw poll survey of UKWA members, from large to small 
operators across the country, has confirmed that Brexit is 
indeed driving demand for warehousing space. Of those 
polled, almost 90% reported that they had received Brexit 
related enquiries, particularly for short term requirements. 
Over 75% confirmed that they are now ‘full’ and unable to  
take on any more customers, with 60% saying they had  
turned away business because they didn’t have enough  
space available.

UKWA will continue to monitor the situation and welcomes 
feedback from your operation. All data collected is anonymized and 
treated with strictest confidence in line with our GDPR compliant 
privacy policy

In the meantime, media articles relate the respective experiences  
of UKWA members Miniclipper Logistics and Johnson Logistics.
 
“Brexit boom time for UK warehousing businesses”
Euronews, 10/12/18

“Storage space in high demand as companies stockpile to ride out 
Brexit” Eastern Daily Press, 12/12/18

Read full Euronews article 

Read full Eastern Daily Press article 

Survey confirms 
increased 
demand for space
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As we move into 2019 with no agreement yet in place for 
Brexit, there is real concern that UK businesses may face the 
possibility of a no deal EU exit. UKWA is urging members to 
advise their customers to prepare for this eventuality.

Businesses that trade with the EU and are not already registered for 
customs should:
•  register for a UK Economic Operator Registration and 

Identification (EORI) number if they trade goods into or out of the 
UK or wish to apply to be authorised for customs simplifications

•   decide whether to use a customs agent to make import and/or 
export declarations or will make the declarations themselves using 
specialist software that interacts with HMRC systems

•   find out if they will need to supply additional information to 
complete safety and security declarations, or whether they will 
need to submit these declarations themselves.

While Government has been working to design customs and other 
control arrangements at the UK borders, the UK does not have 
control over the checks member states impose at the EU border. 
The European Commission has made it clear that, in the event of a 
‘no deal’ scenario, it will impose full third country controls on people 
and goods entering the EU from the UK.

The HMG Partnership Pack provides more information relating to 
processes and procedures that are likely to apply to cross-border 
activity between the UK and the EU in a ‘no deal’ scenario.

Click on tabs for the full story!
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MORE INFORMATION

REGISTER FOR EORI NUMBER READ MORE

HMG PARTNERSHIP PACK
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The UKWA WERC DC Measures Survey enables members to enter 
metrics they have gathered on their operation during 2018 and also give 
their opinions on what they see as important for their business in 2019. 
Information can be entered on over 30 metrics, but respondents only have 
to enter the information actually recorded. No one is expected to answer all 
the questions. 

This short survey includes UK specific questions that will help UKWA gauge 
the attitudes of the industry at this critical time. It should only take about 30 
minutes to complete and all participants will receive a free copy of the 2019 
DC Measures benchmarking report. 

Join Webinar, Jan 21st 11am 

To launch the 2019 survey Peter Ward, CEO of UKWA, will be hosting a 
webinar on January 21st at 11am.  
(Details of how to join will be sent to members nearer the time.) 

Please save the date to join this webinar, it will be an opportunity to:

• Hear highlights of the 2018 survey

• Gain some tips on how to make taking the survey easier

• See a preview of the 2019 survey

Lynn Parnell of Logistics Partners, an Associate Member of UKWA,   
will again be supporting the UKWA in bringing this benefit to members.

Last year UKWA launched the first ever benchmarking 
survey for our industry, in partnership with US based WERC 
(Warehousing Education & Research Council). For 2019, we 
will be offering this opportunity again, inviting our logistics 
service provider and logistics user members to take part.

BACK FORWARD

UKWA Newsletter New Year 2019

2019 
Benchmarking 
Survey

Stockpiling & 

Warehousing 

shortages
UKWA 

Warehousing 

Survey
Latest 

‘no deal’ 

advice

Benchmarking

National 

Conference 75th 

Anniversary Scottish 

legal 

challenge
Standards 

post-Brexit

http://www.ukwa.org.uk
mailto:enquiries@ukwa.org.uk


Click on tabs for the full story!

T: 020 7636 8856        E: enquiries@ukwa.org.uk        www.ukwa.org.ukBACK FORWARD

UKWA Newsletter New Year 2019

Training and education will be at the top 
of the agenda; we will be looking at how 
best to motivate your workforce and upskill 
employees to work with new technologies, 
such as automation, robotics and AI, 
reflecting the trends and challenges of our 
industry going forward.

As well as addressing labour and skills 
shortages, we will also be discussing 
benchmarking, setting universal standards 
and preparing your business to meet the 

demands of the digital online world.
•  Thought leadership presentations from 

industry leaders
• Interactive panel discussions 
•  Networking opportunities

You can book the total package or part of 
the event from £90 + vat (£120 + vat for 
non-members)
Delegate price Total package includes:
• Two-day conference
•  Networking dinner on the evening of the 

first day with inspirational guest speaker 
Ben Farrell,  Head of Transport Operations 
at John Lewis and former commanding 
officer of the Irish Guards

•  Overnight accommodation, drinks 
reception and all refreshments

Save the date and join us at UKWA’s 
National Conference 2019 at Hallmark 
Hotel The Queen, Chester CH1 3AH.

UKWA National Conference, 5-6th March 2019
UKWA’s two-day National Conference will be 
held at Hallmark Hotel The Queen, Chester in 
March – please save the date!

The theme this year will be 
Transforming Logistics for the Digital World –
focusing on People – Performance –  
Productivity – Profits.
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2019 marks 75 years since the 
inception of UK Warehousing 
Association in 1944, first known 
as the National Association of 
Inland Warehouse Keepers. The 
original impetus behind forming 
the Association was inspired by the 
Ministry of Food, which needed to 
store substantial stocks of food in 
wartime Britain, prior to onward 
distribution across the UK. 

Since that time there have been many 
dramatic changes in the world - and in our 
industry. So UKWA will be taking a walk 
down memory lane, as well as looking 

forward to the future, throughout our 
milestone year and we want YOU to help us!

How to get involved:
Please send us pictures We’re looking 
for contributions for a commemorative 
anniversary brochure, so if you have pictures, 
press cuttings or simply memories of your 
company from the past, please share them 
with us!

Support our fundraising campaign
UKWA has long supported the charity 
TransAid, which transforms lives through 
safe, available, and sustainable transport in 
Africa. For 2019, we will be launching a major 
fundraising campaign for TransAid and will 

be letting you know in the coming months 
how you can play your part.

Join us at our 75th Anniversary events
Make a note in your diary – join us at our 
National Conference, March 5-6th and at  
the UKWA Annual Lunch & Awards on  
Thursday 27th June. Once again, held at  
The Dorchester in Park Lane this event will 
be the highlight of the year and we can 
promise it will be extra special to mark our 
75th anniversary!

Please send your pictures and stories now to 
editor@ukwa.org.uk – we’ll feature the best 
in our souvenir 75th Anniversary brochure!

Click on tabs for the full story!
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CEO Peter Ward has warmly welcomed the move to scrap 
the so-called ‘Amazon Tax’, which he said showed the 
power of effective lobbying.

“The introduction by the SNP Finance Minister Derek 
Mackay of a £50m capital fund to help support town 
centres in Scotland is a positive development, but it seems 
this will no longer be funded with what would have been 
effectively a tax on online retailers,” he said.

 “Such a move would have damaged the many SME 
businesses fulfilling online orders as well as the online 
retail giants like Amazon,” Peter continued. “In support 
of our members in Scotland UKWA was among the voices 
calling for the out of town levy to be dropped, in favour of 
thoughtful, sustainable solutions that encourage increased 
economic activity and help businesses tackle pressing 
issues such as labour and skills shortages.  
We are delighted with this outcome.”

SNP Ministers have decided to drop the idea of an 
out-of-town levy for retail businesses following an 
open letter appeal, supported by 21 leading trade 
organisations, including UKWA.

Successful lobbying in Scotland
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The UK’s National Standards body, BSI has secured full 
membership of the European Standards organisations, 
CEN and CENELEC. The move provides stability both for 
the European standards system and for BSI stakeholders.

UK industry will be able to continue important work shaping 
and maintaining best practice standards used across Europe 
and internationally. It also means that UK experts will continue 
as chairs, convenors, committee members and policy experts 
to work on maintaining and developing the 20,000 European 
standards that are managed by CEN and CENELEC. Standards 
users in the UK can continue to be confident that these 
standards will meet their needs as they will be influenced, 
as now, by UK stakeholders.

UK manufacturers, service providers, trade associations and 
others have been clear that they want to continue to work 
within the European standards system and that the continued 
membership of BSI in CEN and CENELEC is therefore critical. 
UK membership of CEN and CENELEC provides influence 
over market access conditions in 33 other European countries. 
In addition, CEN and CENELEC members play a vital role 
in the international standards system through ISO and IEC. 
Influencing international standards is crucial in ensuring the 
future global competitiveness of the UK.

Maintaining 
standards  
post-Brexit

Further information
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