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This year’s Annual Lunch & Awards event was definitely ‘the best 
yet’ according to CEO Peter Ward, with the excellent Andrew Marr 
providing his expert analysis on the vexed issue of Brexit, answering 
questions put to him both by Peter Ward and from the floor. 

“Andrew Marr was fascinating,” Peter confirms. “His predictions on 
the potential fall-out from Chequers proved unnervingly accurate, he 
spoke about the possible introduction of taxation on online logistics 
and shared his thoughts with us on the ‘bigger picture’ for the future 
as the big global powers reshaping our lives - like Amazon and Google 
– challenge the established democratic order.

In a surprise visit, coinciding with Independence Day, special 
guest ‘Donald Trump’ flew in to present Awards to winners in nine 
categories, including the prestigious Chairman’s Award, which was 
bestowed on industry stalwart Chris Sturman.

Next year’s event will be celebrating UKWA’s 75th Anniversary, so 
tickets will be at a premium. Accordingly, the message from CEO  
Peter Ward is ‘don’t miss out – book early for 2019!’

Click on tabs for the full story!
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UKWA and Savills are to team up for a major industry event 
on November 21st 2018 at the British Museum, creating a 
unique opportunity for delegates to attend UKWA’s highly 
topical Feeding Cities Summit and gain free access to Savills’ 
popular Annual Big Shed Breakfast.

According to CEO Peter Ward, the twin themes of available 
warehousing and food & drink supply chains against a background 
of rising concerns over the impact of Brexit on the industry, will 
make this an unmissable event for the Autumn.

“The lack of high quality strategically located warehousing, 
required to feed our major cities and meet the demands of 
online ordering, is already a critical issue for our industry,” he 
says. “This conference will enable us to understand the real 
challenges we face as we head towards the possibility of a ‘no 
deal’ Brexit and debate potential solutions for a sustainable 
future for us all.”

Further details of the joint event, including programme and 
speakers, will be available shortly. In the meantime, please add 
your name to our mailing list for the event as places are likely 
to be in high demand.

Registration cost includes access to both the Feeding Cities 
Summit and Savills Big Shed Breakfast, plus a free copy of 
UKWA’s seminal report ‘Feeding London 2030: meeting the 
logistical challenge’.

£275 + Vat (UKWA members)
£295 + Vat (Non members)

Yes, please add me to the 
mailing list for this event

Save the date: 
UKWA teams up with Savills 
to deliver bumper event

Click here
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Baroness McIntosh of Pickering was announced 
as the new UKWA Honorary President at this 
years Annual Lunch & Awards on July 4th.

The United Kingdom Warehousing Association has announced 
that its new Honorary President is Anne McIntosh - Baroness 
McIntosh of Pickering. Anne McIntosh replaces Ivon Moore-
Brabazon - Lord Brabazon of Tara, who recently announced his 
decision to stand down having served in the role for 26 years.
 
In a distinguished political career, Baroness McIntosh of 
Pickering represented the Thirsk and Malton and Vale of York 
constituencies as a Conservative Member of Parliament and 
served as an MEP before being awarded a life peerage and taking 
her place in the House of Lords in 2015.

Commenting on her new role as UKWA President, she says: “This 
is a very vibrant time for the logistics industry. The world is going 
through a period of great change, which is bringing a unique 
set of challenges yet extraordinary opportunities to the sector. 
UKWA’s ability to broker trusted information between members 
and policy makers means that the role of the Association as the 
voice of the logistics industry has never been more significant.”

Meet our new president…
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“At a time when the UK is experiencing the lowest youth 
employment rate since the 1970s and the Government remains 
committed to a post-Brexit cap on net migration, labour has 
become a scarce resource, particularly at peak times,” says 
UKWA CEO, Peter Ward.

To relieve some of the pressure felt by supply chains during 
peak periods, UKWA is urging the Government to allow 
employers to continue to access temporary and seasonal 
workers from the EU.

Peter Ward comments: “UKWA has worked closely with 
the Recruitment & Employment Confederation (REC) on its 
recently published report, ‘Short-term labour for long-term 
growth: EU agency workers post-Brexit’, which has highlighted 
the problem.

“The REC study found that 60 per cent of recruiters operating 
in the warehousing sector recruit at least half the temporary 
staff they supply from the EU with 28% saying Europeans make 
up three quarters or more of their agency workers.”

The full report is available free of charge from UKWA.

A new report from the Recruitment & Employment 
Confederation (REC) has highlighted concerns 
expressed by UKWA that continuing uncertainty 
over Britain’s post-Brexit immigration policy is 
leading to a shortage of labour, which will have 
serious ramifications across the logistics industry.
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The firm secured the 
prestigious UKWA Award for 
Innovation this year for the 
development of their ‘Guardian’ 
mobile App, specifically 
designed to assist fulfilment 
houses and warehouse 
operators to comply with 
product safety obligations laid 
down by HMRC.

Now Gotelee have created 
this easy to use check-list to 
assist members in determining 
whether or not the FHDDS 
affects their business.

If you qualify and should 
register for FHDSS, you can 
request further information by 
contacting UKWA.

Further support 
on FHDDS 
Associate Members Gotelee Solicitors 
have been supporting the Association and 
advising members coming to grips with the 
new Fulfilment House Due Diligence Scheme, 
which comes fully into force next April. 
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Many industries – including our own 
– have felt the effect of so-called 
‘Brexodus’ keenly. Brexodus is the 
steady stream of immigrant workers 
who have responded to the move 
towards Brexit by heading home, 
exacerbating our already critical 
labour shortage. 

Therefore, the publication of draft 
immigration rules from the Home Office 
last month, which details an ‘easy 3 

step process’ settlement scheme for EU 
citizens living in the UK, was a welcome 
development.

The scheme, which allows EU citizens 
living in the UK to obtain their new UK 
immigration status, will open as a phased 
trial later this year with the aim of being 
fully open by 30 March 2019.  
 
The proposed deadline for applications 
is 30 June 2021. Caroline Nokes, 
Immigration Minister, commented,  

“EU citizens make a huge contribution 
to our economy and to our society.  This 
is an important step which will make it 
easy for EU citizens to get the status 
they need to continue working and living 
here.”

If your business employs immigrant 
labour and could benefit from supporting 
employees in taking advantage of the 
new settlement scheme, you can find out 
more from UKWA Associate Member, HR 
Solutions.

Click on tabs for the full story!
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The first Logistics Podcast is out now and focuses on 
a range of topics, including the challenges around this 
year’s looming ‘Black Friday’ and includes comment 
from John Lewis’ John Munnelly, Lynn Parnell from 
Logistics Partners and UKWA CEO Peter Ward.

Responding to Kirsty’s questions on automation as 
saviour, Peter remarks, “Yes automation is coming, but 
it has to be both portable and affordable. We need to 
look at repetitive processes in byte size pieces rather 
than completely automated facilities. Automation is not 
a panacea, it’s only part of the answer. It will enable 
some of the more repetitive processes to be made more 
interesting, but it’s not going to not cure the problem.”

On the impact of ‘Brexodus’ on Black Friday, he 
explains, “One of the big challenges is sourcing the 
labour and skills to handle (Black Friday). Of course no 
one can ramp up and carry that size of workforce over 12 
months just for a four week period, so the industry has 
become increasingly reliant on transient agency workers  
- much of the work is unskilled and heavily dependent 
on Eastern European labour. With much of that labour 
going home as a result of Brexit, it’s exacerbated what is 
already a big problem for the industry – namely, finding 
the labour to pick millions of small single pick orders in 
very short time frame.”

SHD Logistics magazine has launched its new ‘Logistics 
Podcast’, presented by editor Kirsty Adams, who interviews 
leading figures from the industry and provides an engaging 
round up of the latest news and views that she says ‘will turn 
readers into listeners and listeners into readers’.
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As well as handing out Awards, UKWA has been receiving a few
plaudits of its own. The Association was ‘Highly Commended’ for
this year’s UKWA National Conference at the Trade Association 
Forum (TAF) Best Practice Awards 2018 at a Dinner held on
Wednesday, 10th July 2018 at the historic Drapers Hall in London.

CEO Peter Ward has also been shortlisted in the Best Leadership 
of An Association category as part of the Association Excellence 
Awards 2018, which recognise and reward the hard-won 
achievements of UK trade bodies and professional membership 
organisations and associations.

The winners, to be selected by a distinguished panel of 20 CEOs 
and senior managers, will be announced on Friday 12th October 
at the Kia Oval in London.
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