
 

UKWA calls for better understanding of warehousing industry by HMRC Excise regulators 

In the light of increasing concern amongst the membership regarding the process for 

managing and operating Excise bonds, the UKWA Customs & Excise Advisory Board 

convened on September 28th to formulate a clear message to HMRC on behalf of the 

industry.  

UKWA has already published a positioning paper on Excise Warehousing 

(https://www.ukwa.org.uk/market-intel/ukwa-excise-positioning-paper/) and stands by its 

robust call for HMRC resources on the ground to better understand how the industry works.  

According to UKWA CEO Peter Ward, members have reported numerous instances of 

disproportionate ‘policing’ by regulators, who seem to misunderstand the ‘rule book’, 

disregard current EU law and penalise legitimate businesses. 

“EU law clearly states Excise is a tax on consumption, with a chain of duty suspension for 

excise goods as near to the actual consumer as possible, while HMRC currently seems to 

view it as an opportunity to gather revenue,” he said. “Clearly, UKWA and its members are 

keen to support HMRC in combating Excise fraud in the UK, but it is vitally important that 

legitimate business is not burdened by excessively harsh and impractical sanctions.”  

Evidence suggests a lack of understanding, an inconsistent approach and variation of due 

diligence requirements in different regions on the part of HMRC. Therefore, the UKWA 

Customs & Excise Advisory Board agreed that it was essential for UKWA to lobby for greater 

co-operation with the industry by HMRC, better education and training for regulators and 

the introduction of HMRC standards to be agreed and developed in co-operation with the 

industry. 

“We will be looking to share our position with a senior Minister in HM Government pre-

Brexit,” Peter Ward concluded. “UKWA is calling on HMRC to work collaboratively with 

industry to agree the process by which excise can be managed efficiently, effectively and 

fairly. Currently there is widely varying interpretation of the rules, varying by region, which 

is clearly unacceptable. Our mission is to encourage increased transparency and cooperation 

between government and industry on all matters of Excise.  

https://www.ukwa.org.uk/market-intel/ukwa-excise-positioning-paper/


Many of our members operate in this sector and together offer a valuable pool of 

experience. UKWA is ready to meet with HMRC to provide recommendations, build a 

coherent relationship and develop workable long-term solutions. 

By engaging with UKWA, HMRC will benefit from industry support in meeting their legitimate 

revenue targets and better serve the vast majority of law-abiding warehouse operators, 

which is vital to the long term stability of the UK economy.” 

 

UKWA Customs & Advisory Board attendees:  

C G HIBBERT LTD - Darren Mills  

DACHSER LTD - Rachel Morrison 

DACHSER LTD - Nick Raper  

EHD LONDON NO1 BOND LTD - Andy Brunning  

EHD LONDON NO1 BOND LTD - Stephen Dunnigan  

HENRY DIAPER & CO LTD - Joanne McDonnell   

INTERCONTINENTAL BRANDS (ICB) LTD - Gail Carpenter  

MACINTYRE SCOTT & CO LTD - Nicola Ridges-Jones  

P&O FERRIES LTD - Rob Meredith  

P&O FERRIES LTD - Rapinder Kaur  

PURLAND HOUSE LTD - William Owen  

RARTER LIMITED - John Batchelor  

SEABROOK WAREHOUSING LTD - Stuart Seabrook  

UKWA – Peter Ward 

 

Invited Guests   

Tristan Thornton Tax - Tristan Thornton  

Ampleaward - Paul Judd 



Direct Booze Ltd - Keten Parmar  

Fortmount Trading Ltd - Dipak Shah   

Winecorp Ltd - Dave Chahal  

WSTA - David Richardson  

Fuelstream - Teresa Sayers  

Plutus UK - Chris Tran  

Millennium Cash & Carry - Rishi Lakhani   

Bird & Bird - Julian Balson 

 

 

  


